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President’s Message 

Hello All, 

Hope this edition of the newsletter finds you with lots of potential show-

birds finishing out. My hatching season went better than normal and have 

a few hopefulls I'm keeping my eye on. Business has been insane with both 

my flooring business and the rodeo circuits. It has been very difficult to 

find a spare moment.  

I would like to take a moment to express appreciation to Sherydan Walker 

for the time she has dedicated to the club as the publicity director. Unfor-

tunately, her school and work schedule has deemed it necessary to resign 

her position. Luckily, we had a very capable and willing individual agree 

to take on the role. It happened quickly, so I apologize if proper steps were 

not taken, but I think everyone will soon agree that Jeff Duguay will be a 

valuable asset as he takes over her position. 

Hopefully the show season will fire up this fall and once again the modern 

isles will be packed in numbers and quality! 

Thanks again for being a part of a great club. 

 

Brent Davenport, President  

Modern Game Bantam Club of America 

205-369-1600 

 

 

July 2021 

Heart of Dixie Show 



Vice President’s Message 

Well, it’s that time of year again, when the hatching is completed and we 

are watching those champions mature more everyday.  It has been quite 

the spring here as it was monsoon season up until about three weeks ago 

and now it’s 100 plus degrees every day.  But, on the bright side, show 

season is just around the corner. 

   I hope all had a great hatch this spring and everyone is ready to hit the 

shows.  The first show we will attend this year will be the Tulsa State Fair 

and after that it looks like we’ll be somewhere nearly every weekend. 

    I hope you all have set aside the first weekend of December to attend 

our Modern Game National  in Knoxville, Tennessee, which will be held 

jointly with the ABA National.  I do hate that it fell on the same weekend 

as the Louisiana show this year.  Fortunately, after this year, they will 

not coincide for another 6 years. 

     This is also an election year for our club, so anyone interested in run-

ning for office should notify Sheldon as soon as you can.  I also want to 

give a shout out to Jeff Duguay for taking the position as Publicity Di-

rector.  I know that he is going to do a great job and has already imple-

mented some great steps in helping increase our membership and improve 

the club. 

   Guess it’s time to finish up here and wish one and all a great show sea-

son this fall and am looking forward to seeing everyone in the show halls.  

Take care and God Bless. 

 

Wade Walker, Vice President  

Modern Game Bantam Club of America 

wt.walker@yahoo.com  
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Secretary / Treasurer 

Greetings from your Secretary/Treasurer Alexis and Sheldon Macha, 

As we get ready to start yet another season of shows we hope that your 

break was fruitful and everyone is ready to bring out their best birds. We 

have been busy in the off season trying to come up with new and exciting 

ways to ensure the club has active members; who feel the club is im-

portant, worthwhile and want to invite others to belong to our club. It is 

our passion and dedication to these birds that make it worthwhile to pro-

mote the breed to the current and next generation. 

As a reminder membership is for open and junior classes and you can ei-

ther be paid yearly or become a life time member. Yearly dues are $20.00 

and are valid from January 1, to December 31 of each year, and life time 

is a one time fee of $250.00.  So, something very important to note this 

group is active in several states as well as Canada and we are trying very 

hard to ensure that we have all members included, but with that being 

said we could use your help! We need updated information from all mem-

bers to ensure that we can reach out to you with your awards and remind-

ers to renew your memberships. We are in the process of trying to get a 

digital membership form online, however we have all forms on the 

MGBCA.org website and updates as well on our facebook page. You can 

mail in, or email the forms to us. For payment you either mail a check or 

use our paypal account @mgbcasecretary (it will have the club logo as 

the profile picture and listed as Modern Club), please add a message and 

let us know exactly what the money being sent is for. 

  

One item we have brought back to the club is the points system. We feel 

that having a bit of friendly competition will motivate and encourage 

people to join because lets face it we put in a lot of man/woman hours of 

labor and love into these birds. Yes, these points will only be for one ac-

tive year as to give multiple people a chance to gain victory and a end of 

the year award. We have been posting the current standings for the year 

on MGBCA.org and our facebook page Modern Game Bantam Club of 

America. There will be two classes open and junior, Bantam and Large 
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Secretary / Treasurer Continued 

 Fowl, as we have taken over the points for both. These points are only 

for active and currently paid members so please make sure you have paid 

your yearly dues before the season starts.  

Any member can fill out a show report and send it in so they can accumu-

late their points. The current show report is located on MGBCA.org, use 

the menu button to the link membership and show resources then tap 

modern club show reports. We do stipulate that you need to ensure that 

the report meets the following requirements to be granted your points. 

The report must be completely filled out, with legible writing, signed off 

by a judge, and it has to be accompanied by the exhibitor’s list. Send the 

forms to our mailing address MGBCA 2590 CR 191 Littlefield, TX 79339 

or by email at mgbcasecretary@outlook.com.   

Happy show season,  

Thank you. 

 

Sheldon & Alexis Macha 

mgbcasecretary@outlook.com 
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It’s Election Time! 

All Club Officers and Director positions are up for election. Consider nominating someone 

(self-nominations are encouraged) for one of these positions. A club is only as good as its 

members. This is a great opportunity to contribute to the success of the Modern Game 

Bantam Club of America. Send nominations to club secretary, Sheldon Macha, no later 

than October 30, mgbcasecretary@outlook.com 

 

Officer and District Director duties can be found in the bylaws on the MGBCA website. 



District Director 1: Cheryl Barnaba 

Cesar and I attended 3 shows this spring. They were low key get back to normal affairs for which 

we were grateful. It seemed like there was considerable time to be had at these shows. They were 

slow unfolding shows which made room for some in depth conversations. One of these conversa-

tions pushed my ON button. The person I was talking to runs two poultry shows and one fair for 

her club. She told me her show made the decision to cancel one of the shows due to lack of help. She 

was tired and no one was stepping up to the plate. The “lack of help” issue has never been a prob-

lem for our Poultry Congress show. Most years we have more volunteers than I can find spots for. 

Perhaps there are many reasons we are gifted in the volunteer department. The time of year, the 

location, the excitement: these factors all play in our favor. I think that there are two additional 

things that help us. Firstly and most importantly we appreciate the individual efforts. We try our 

best to say thank you to everyone who has helped with the massive effort to bring forth a show. 

We try to impress them this is their show… they did this. Secondly we ASK for help. While I am 

standing next to a woman talking about how difficult it is to find help and I find myself thinking 

about how easy this is for me. I suddenly felt the flash of a challenge. I felt I could prove to her 

how non difficult it really is. I said to her watch this. I said “ I can ask the very next person I see to 

help me”.... Just like that I turned around as two woman were ambling down our isle. I did not 

know these people at all. Perfect I thought. As they came closer I introduced myself and asked 

them if they were familiar with the Poultry Congress. They said indeed they were and added the 

Congress was their favorite show. So I asked if they would help me. They replied they were 

“thrilled that I asked.” At this point I changed the subject a little as I wanted to know more about 

them. What job would they be best suited for. All the while I was keeping the down on her luck 

show sect in the conversation as I really wanted to prove my point to the show sect who could not 

find volunteers. I honestly enjoyed learning more about these random new to me people.  
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District 1—CT, VA, PA, NY, NJ, DE, MA, ME, NH, RI, DC, 
WV, VE, MD 
 
Cheryl Barnaba  showchicken@yahoo.com 

 
District 2—GA, AL, NC, SC, TN, FL, MS     
 
Adam Thompson 
 
District 3—OH, IL, MI, KS, MO, IA, KY, IN, WI, SD, ND, NE, 
MN 
 
Samantha Wulff  sammylou1009@yahoo.com 

 

District 4—TX, OK, LA, NM, CO, AK, AR                                        
 
Troy Vannoy   
 
District 5—UT, CA, OR, AZ, ID, WA, MT, WY                      
 
Jim Sallee                                  
 
District 6—Outside of the continental U.S. including Can-
ada          
 
Troy LaRoche troylaroche88@hotmail.com 



District Director 1: Cheryl Barnaba, Continued 

I discovered that some of the birds I had been admiring were theirs. I listened with interest to their 

stories of what they had been through as newish breeders. They were both very detail oriented and 

seemingly capable people. I thought to myself these two could run a show…. never mind help tear 

down a show. To my surprise they told me they wanted to resurrect a defunct show in their state. 

And like that I had made two new friends ! Two people who were willing to help the cause. I have 

made arrangements with them to be my shadow at the Congress. We need them… we need them 

even more as the people to keep shows going in their region. Even more than I need them as Vols. 

Now did the woman I was trying to show how easy it was ever get it? I hope so. Added bonus one 

of these “new people '' went on to win Super Grand of the show with a very nice LF Silver Spangled 

Hamburg. These people are keepers. I guess the point of this installment is I am tired of the lack of 

connections… People who just want to know where to buy eggs from champion chickens. People 

who would rather ask the internet important questions such as what a bird is supposed to look like 

vs buying the Standard. People who do not want to do the work. People who consistently show out 

of condition birds. I guess it's our job to help them or push them into doing better. The people read-

ing this are the real deal. You guys are the one who are careful and the ones doing the work. I will 

say I did see some nice Moderns this Spring. That was good for the heart. Bob and Jason Mazzella 

birds will be the one to watch this Fall. They study the breed and take excellent care of their birds. 

I am confident the Mazzella birds will be on champion row this Fall. I am also looking forward to 

seeing more of Seth Johnson’s birds. His Red Pyles especially. Some folks take the hard road to the 

top and that seems to be where Seth is headed with his pyles. Very soon I will be reporting on these 

folks in the next newsletter. See you soon !  

 

Cheryl Barnaba  

860-559-9929; showchicken@yahoo.com  
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District Director 2: Adam Thompson 

Once again it is getting close to the fall show season.  I hope everyone had a good hatch this year 

and is ready to hit the road with those birds.  Not a lot going on here right now except the heat and 

I hatched too many birds ( as usual ).  The Modern Game National will be held in our district this 

year.  It will be at the Tennessee Valley Poultry Club’s Dixie Classic in Knoxville, Tennessee on De-

cember 4th and 5th.  Below I have listed all of the state meets dates and the District Meet date for 

District 2.  Hope to see each of you at the shows this fall.   

 

DISTRICT MEET 

Alabama Bantam Club Fall Show ----- October 16-17, 2021 

 

STATE MEETS 

North Carolina --- Cape Fear Poultry Association --- October 23, 2021 

South Carolina --- Anderson Poultry Club Fall Classic --- November 20, 2021 

Georgia --- Carpet City Bantam Club ---November 27, 2021 

Florida --- Central Florida Poultry Breeders Show --- October 22-23, 2021 

Alabama --- Heart of Dixie Poultry Club Show --- October 30, 2021 

Tennessee --- Lawrence County Poultry Club “Davy Crockett Classic” --- November 13, 2021 

Mississippi --- TBD 

 

Adam Thompson 

bassetsandbulldogs@yahoo.com 
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District Director 3: Samantha Wulff 

Hello fellow modern fanciers. We are in the mist of summer with very hot and humid weather. It’s 

the time of the year that is very hard on the birds, so be sure to keep plenty of fresh water in front 

of them along with good fresh feed.  

I am sure all of us have shut down our hatching season and are just watching those young birds 

grow. They change on a daily basis and this is my favorite time of the year to see what I produced 

out of my breeding pens. Hopefully I made the right decisions on what I had hoped to get. We are 

all in the same boat about waiting to see how they mature. You go out one day, see something that 

catches your eye and you put a spiral band on them to see how they mature into a show bird. We 

are preparing for our Indiana State Fair and getting a few birds entered just for fun to see what 

happens and give them some cage time before we head to our first show.  

My boyfriend and I have had a busy summer with going to garden tractor pulls and the big tractor 

pulls. Between that and the chickens it keeps us pretty busy. He helps me a lot with the birds and I 

help him with the tractors so it works out great. Can’t thank my grandpa enough for all the help he 

does with taking care of the birds when I am gone with my boyfriend or in Tennessee helping my 

mom with our petting zoo. If y’all didn’t know we opened up a mobile petting zoo this year so I 

have been helping a lot with that. I enjoy the animals just as much as my mom does. Back in 

March I was staying busy taking care of a couple baby kangaroos; I get very attached to them. In 

June they went back to my mom to be in our breeding program. Kacey was my first one I got then 

a few weeks later I got another one which her name is Dolly. Dolly never wanted to get out of her 

pouch so we let her go with us on our trips out to festivals, birthday parties, etc.  

We hope all of you are having a good summer and raising some top-quality birds. We hope to see 

you somewhere along the show circuit and look forward to see some top-quality moderns in the 

show room.  

Samantha Wulff 

Sammylou1009@yahoo.com 

Or message on Facebook 
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Did you know? 

The Modern Game Bantam Club of 

America has been around since 1888. 



District Director 4: Troy Vannoy 
 

No report. 
 

District Director 5: Jim Sallee 

Greetings from a very dry and smoky California. We  are way behind on our rainfall totals and 

won’t get any now until late September or early October. Thank goodness it didn’t affect our 

hatches of young birds this year as the pens are full and the feed bill is high. I think most people 

had a good hatching year and we are all looking forward to the fall and winter show season. Bonnie 

and I raised  quite a few birchens, brown reds and lemon blues and have to wait awhile before we 

can start culling. 

I would like to thank the Duguay’s for taking on the job of Publicity Director.  I have always felt 

this is the most important job of a breed club and will do all I can to do my share. These days it 

seems everyone is so busy and don’t find time for articles for the newsletters. 

Our big show this year will be at the Lodi Wine Festival grounds on January 28, 29 and 30th, 2022 

in Lodi California. This is a beautiful facility, very roomy, single decked, well lit and yes we play 

the National Anthem, salute the flag and say a prayer before judging starts on Saturday morning. 

We have 6 judges and more will be added if necessary. No judging assignments have been made yet 

but all are top judges. The show hall is south of Sacramento a short hour away. Entry forms and 

Premium lists will be available the first of December. More information to follow. 

  

Jim Sallee 

jbsallee@volcano.net 

209-419-2575 
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Membership in the MGBCA runs January 01—December 31. To continue receiving the MGBCA Newsletter and 

other club benefits you must be a paid member. If you are unsure about your membership status contact the Club Secre-

tary at mgbcasecretary@outlook.com. Dues is $20, both open and Junior; Lifetime $250; Visit the club website for a 

membership form  

Consider joining for this upcoming show season. You must be a paid member to receive points. See the MGBCA website 

(mgbca.org) for more information on this and other member benefits. 



District Director 6: Troy LaRoche 

MGBCA Summer Newsletter  

 

Hello From Canada  

Well, it’s been a pretty quiet spring this year with most of our district under some form of re-

striction due to the ongoing Covid Situation. In my Province of Ontario there were no shows al-

lowed to proceed. In fact, the last show in Ontario was the 3rd week of November in 2020. So need-

less to say, I have not talked to many of the members I would normally see at the shows. The good 

news is it looks like restrictions are being lifted for the fall and in fact I will be attending the first 

show of the year (The Niagara Fanciers Club show) on August 7th, 2021. Traditionally we have had 

late spring /early summer shows in the area at this time of year although the trend had subsided 

until this year.  We look forward to the fall to allow us to have some shows and once again travel to 

the USA to attend shows. In other parts of the country, the eastern provinces have had only a 

hand full of shows over the past year and much the same in the west. In talking to a few modern 

breeders in the district, most raised a few and others hardly any. I guess I am a bit of optimist as I 

raised my normal 150-200, thinking closer to the 200 although I have not counted. I see much 

promise in several varieties. Hopefully I will have more to report for the fall and hopefully I will be 

seeing several of you at the shows in the USA that I attend. My hopes are to be at the National at 

Knoxville TN in a judging capacity if the restrictions between our two countries allow. The Knox-

ville show is a great show with one of the best venues in the country. Until next time.  

 

Troy Laroche  

troylaroche88@hotmail.com 

416-953-4289 
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Articles and pictures wanted! 

If you are a MGBCA member we encourage you to submit 

articles for the newsletter and pictures of your moderns.  

Submissions should be sent to Jeff Duguay, Publicity Direc-

tor at: jpduguay1@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

Page 11 

Youth are the future of our fancy. To keep the fancy and 

the Modern Game Bantam Club of America strong we all 

need to encourage youth, answer their questions, and pro-

vide them with quality stock that they can use to develop 

their own line of winning moderns. 

Shelby Slaven, champion intermediate show-

manship, LSU Ag Center Livestock Show. 

Editor’s Note: I would like to have a “Youth Highlight” section for every issue. 

Send in pictures of your youth with their birds and/or awards and I will post them 

here. 

Youth Highlight  

Ivory Duguay inspecting a few moderns. 



 

 

The following is an excerpt from Jeff Duguay’s forthcoming book “Modern Game Bantams: Making it to Champion 
Row.” Jeff can be reached at jpduguay1@gmail.com 

 

Head - A modern should have a long, lean, boney, head with prominent full eyes (Standard). A problem often seen 

in the modern head is they have become more blocky than long and lean (Judge Jim Crain).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neck - A modern’s neck should be long and slightly arched, giving it a snaky appearance. It should also be thin and 

clean cut at the throat, giving a distinct outline to the head (Standard).  
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Both the BB Red (left) and Silver Blue (right) have nicely shaped heads and have good eye placement, near the 
top of the skull. BB Red owned by Sherydan Walker. Silver Blue owned by Jeff & Jessica Duguay. 

 

This old Silver Blue cock has both the long, 
arched neck and lean boney head that 
moderns are known for. 

You want your moderns to have a longer, 
thinner neck than what this Birchen has. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 13 

Red Pyle owned by Thompson Bantams. Birchen owned by Brent 

Davenport. 

Silver Blue owned by Samantha Wulff. 


